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Risky Business
By Shari Miller

[For Bible study leader helps, click on the Quarterly icon at 
www.lwml.org or contact the LWML Office.]

Before the study, read the entire Book of Esther or read 
Esther 1–7 as a group to begin. After reading the story, 
share with a partner (or the group) the name of an actress 
you would choose to play the part of Esther and why.

Opening Prayer: Heavenly Father, Bless our study of Your Word. With the Psalmist, 
we declare: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Send Your Holy Spirit 
to give us insight and guide our discussion. We pray in the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

The Book of Esther has all the makings of a good movie: a heroine, a villain, 
wealth and decadence, political intrigue, and suspense. Esther learned that living 
at the heart of the Persian Empire as an exiled Jew was indeed risky business. She 
risked her security, rejection from the king, and yes, her very life! She became an 
advocate for the Jewish nation living on the brink of annihilation.

Esther Risked: Her Security

Read Esther 2:5–9, 15.  

In verse 15a, how is Esther identified?

What do we know about her from verse 7?

Read Esther 2:8b again. Did Esther (or Mordecai for that matter) have any choice 
in her life’s direction? How do you know?

Whose favor did Esther win (vv. 9, 15b)?

Hegai gave Esther the “royal treatment” so to speak! What did he do for her?

Read Esther 2:10–14.

What secret did Esther keep and why? (See also v. 2:20.)

Before she went to the king, what did a harem girl do? 

How secure do you think the life of a harem girl was?

For additional discussion if time allows: God used Esther’s beauty to place her in a 
position of influence with the king, and she used the opportunity to serve her people. 
What resources has God given you? How can you serve God with those resources?

Esther Risked: Rejection from the King

Read Esther 1:4–12, 19; 3:8–11; 6:1–3; 7:7, 10. 

What personality traits did King Xerxes display?

bible study
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