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By Pat Bilow

For those of you readers with grandchil-
dren, you know first hand about the joy 
to which Proverbs 17:6 speaks: “Children’s 
children are a crown to the aged.”

Someone who has been blessed with 
thirteen of those jewels in her “grand-
mother crown” is Karen Pitcher, a long-
time member of the LWML Central Illi-
nois District. Karen’s goals were to return 
some of her God-given blessings to the 
Lord, as well as to provide an inheritance 

for her children and grandchildren.
Some extensive estate planning already had been 

done, but Karen wondered how she could incor-
porate both a charitable component and some-
thing for her grandchildren. So after our initial 
encounter at a past LWML national convention, I 
found myself meandering down winding country 
roads outside of Montrose, Illinois, the first of 
a number of meetings with Karen in her home to 
discuss options.

“I am amazed at how God has guided me and how 
much He has blessed me with. The LWML has been 
an important spiritual part of my life, and I want to 
include it in my estate plan, as well as leave some-

thing for my grandchildren,” Karen shared with me 
over coffee and cake.

Eventually, Karen decided to create a charitable 
trust that would act as an empty bucket until the 
Lord calls her home; at that time, her IRA proceeds 
will be used to fund this charitable trust bucket. The 
income generated from the charitable trust will be 
distributed annually to each one of her grandchil-
dren for 20 years. At the end of that time, LWML 
will receive the trust remainder.

Since LWML will not receive the residual for 
quite a numbers of years, Karen also established a 
Family Gift Fund that she contributes to annually. 
This provides gifts to LWML and several other 
ministries while she is living and also when the 
Lord calls her home.

Additionally, Karen established a gift annuity that 
provides extra cash for the travel she likes to do.

“I am thrilled that I can give a gift when God calls me 
home and then another one 20 years later,” Karen relates. 
“I had no idea that these types of plans exist. Thanks, 
LWML, for providing me with this opportunity!”

For more information, contact billowp@oh.lcms.org 
or call 1 (888) 482-8425 toll free. Also, visit lwmlgift-
plan.org and click on the Wills Guide videos.

Blessed to Be aBlessing

LWML News Makers 
Quarterly Editors Contribute to Portals of Prayer 

 Two LWQ staff 
members, Chris-
tian Living Editor 
Adriane Dorr and 
Features Editor Beth 
Foreman, have writ-
ten daily devotions 
for the CPH publica-
tion, Portals of Prayer. 
Adriane’s contribu-
tions were featured 

for the month of October 2009, and Beth’s devotions will 
appear in January 2010. For more information, follow the 
Links button at www.lwml.org. 

Women Leaders Live the Faith,  
Share the Story 

 Dr. Jean Garton 
[LWQ Fall 2007] out-
lines ways that women 
can impact lives by 
communicating God’s 
love in word and deed 
in the workplace and 
the home in her key-
note address, “Words, 
Thoughts, and Deeds: 

Live the Faith, Share the Story” at the Women’s Leadership 
Institute national conference at Concordia University Wis-
consin on April 16–18 in Milwaukee. Joining her will be 
former LWQ Editor-in-Chief Dr. Donna Streufert, whose 
drama about historical Christian women, “Daughters of the 
Church: Portraits of Faithfulness” inspires 21st century wom-
en to share the love of Jesus with courage.  
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