Company’s Coming! Whar Now?

Family members give joy wh isi
Joy when they visit, some when the
. ) y come
and some when they leave, Technically, you marry your spouse and
not th? whole family, but in reality it’s a package deal.
Holidays and special events often require interaction with in-

laws. Whether you love them and enjoy time with them or pre-

fer they stay as far away as possible, it is inevitable that you will
have to interact with them at least occasionally.

As.a couple, talk honestly about your feelings. Share the behaviors
}.fou”l{ke or dislike about your spouse’s family. “Leaving and cleay-
Ing" 1s a process for both you and your parents. Decide together the
bgundarles that will keep tension to a minimunm, These boundarie
will probably change over time as your relationships change S

Above all, remember Jesus’ command to Love your nez:é/ybor

as ‘yourself (Matthew 22:39b). Your families are your neighbors
Give them the honor and respect you wa .

The Gift of Friends

Earthly friends are God’s gifts to me.

| need them. | appreciate them.

How often God loves me through them!

He uses their arms to hug me,

their hands to help me.

He encourages me with their

strength and support,

gives me advice and ideas

through their minds and mouths.

How blessed am | to have friends

who faithfully serve the Lord

in such practical, everyday ways?
Thank you, Lord, for supplying me with friends.
Thank you for being my best Friend.

nt them to give you.

i‘)ea}' Father, inspire in us a love and respect for our entire
amily as You love us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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lllinois District, Tania likes re.ading, goinlg
for walks with her dog, traveling, and voh-
unteering at the Lutheran school where her

mother works. .
ing i [l my life an

“Being in Lutheran schools all

grs\l/vi%g up in a Lutheran famlly has taught

me to share the love of God with others, to =

always have Jesus in my heart, and to trust in &

the Lord for He is the foundation of my life.
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