
Opportunities abound for building relationships 
of trust with others by listening to and getting 
to know the people God brings into your life! 
Through His Word, God can help you to be sen-
sitive to needs and ways to share the Gospel.
s	 Do you have a friend who is worried or anx-
ious?  Listen. Then reply, “When I start to worry 
about something, I remember that often worry is 
accepting responsibility God never intended me to 
have.” Offer to pray with your friend and give the 
concern back to God!  (Matthew 6:25–27, 33–34)

s	 If a young mother you know needs an occa-
sional break, offer to pick up her children for 
Sunday School.  Once you build a bond of trust, 
she might join you.  (Titus 2:3–4)

s	 Everyone is sad at times, but there are some 
who seem to lack joy and purpose in life. You 
can empathize and share, “I sometimes have 
‘down’ times, and it helps me to remember 
that God loves me, promises to always be with 
me, and knows how I am feeling right now. He 
knows how you are feeling, too. He loves you; 
do you know that?”  (Psalm 51:10–13)

s	 When a family member or friend shares an 
“impossible” situation with you, confess that it 
might seem like something you cannot solve, but 
you know that all things are possible for God! 
(Mark 10:27)

s	 When tragedy strikes, those suffering often 
question God’s action in our world. Share with 
them that God loves all people, and He desires 
for all to be saved. Pray with them and help them 
look for ways to see God’s hand in the disaster. 
God gives us opportunities when disasters strike 
to be Jesus’ hands and feet, showing mercy and 
compassion in tangible ways. (Isaiah 55:8–9)

s 
s 
s

Faith 
Talk 
Tips

By Mary Culpepper

Be very careful, then, how you live — 
not as unwise but as wise, making the 
most of every opportunity, because 
the days are evil. Therefore do not be 
foolish, but understand what the Lord’s 
will is (Ephesians 5:15–17).

Yikes! What a job we have before 
us! I sometimes get nervous, almost 
afraid, of the task of making wise 
choices in “every opportunity.” I 
worry (a) about the opportunities 
I may have overlooked and (b) if I 
made wise choices. But the pressure’s 
off! Our Heavenly Father knows our 
needs and wants and gifts. He strate-
gically places us so that we may be 
living advertisements of His miracu-
lous gift — the death and resurrection 
of His Son, Jesus.

Therefore, when I start to feel stressed 
about responding to opportunities to 
actively demonstrate Christ’s love, 
I will remind myself that the Holy 
Spirit uses my gifts and my talents 
to do that demonstrating. I may not 
find myself in a position to sew cloth-
ing for those who need it (probably 
because of my laughable inability to 
thread a needle), but I might offer to 
prepare a meal. I have never been 
good with other languages, but I do 
enjoy a busy week of VBS.

My job? Simply to do His will … in my 
church … in my home … in my work.
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