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Team Jesus

Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example
for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity (1 Timothy 4:12).

I have noticed that the students in my high school separate
themselves into small cliques. There is a group that hangs out
on the wall by the entrance, dressed in loose-fitting clothes
and speaking loudly... another by the cafeteria in tight clothes
and overdone makeup... and yet another group that blocks
the hallway, making it difficult for everyone else to get by.
These students tend to move in packs and amazingly locate
each other throughout the day and find time to escort each
other to class — with only 6 minutes between periods.

What about the group you hang with? Do you hang with the
same friends after school that you do during the day? Do you
go it alone, avoiding groups altogether?

St. Paul had a very high opinion of young people. He wrote to
his young friend, Timothy, “Don’t let anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set an example for the believers
in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity” (1Timothy 4:12).
Paul knew that people, even in his day, had a tendency to
judge young people and give them less credibility than adults.
But through his words and actions, Timothy was to let people
know that God had sent His Son to live, die, and rise again in
our place. Timothy knew that by faith in Jesus, he was given
eternal life. Out of thankfulness, he wanted to share this great
news with others.

Not ready? You don’t have to wait until you are 21 to make a
difference. You can make a difference by sharing your faith in
Christ with those around you now. Remember, it's not about
you but “God who works in you to will and to act according to
his good purpose” (Philippians 2:13).

A prayer prompt: When choosing groups and when choosing how to
spend time with friends, pray that God will give you the strength to
seek His will so you can be an example to others at your school and
in your community.
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