
devotionTeam Jesus

I have noticed that the students in my high school separate 
themselves into small cliques. There is a group that hangs out 
on the wall by the entrance, dressed in loose-fitting clothes 
and speaking loudly… another by the cafeteria in tight clothes 
and overdone makeup… and yet another group that blocks 
the hallway, making it difficult for everyone else to get by. 
These students tend to move in packs and amazingly locate 
each other throughout the day and find time to escort each 
other to class — with only 6 minutes between periods. 

What about the group you hang with? Do you hang with the 
same friends after school that you do during the day? Do you 
go it alone, avoiding groups altogether? 

St. Paul had a very high opinion of young people. He wrote to 
his young friend, Timothy, “Don’t let anyone look down on you 
because you are young, but set an example for the believers 
in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity” (1Timothy 4:12). 
Paul knew that people, even in his day, had a tendency to 
judge young people and give them less credibility than adults. 
But through his words and actions, Timothy was to let people 
know that God had sent His Son to live, die, and rise again in 
our place. Timothy knew that by faith in Jesus, he was given 
eternal life. Out of thankfulness, he wanted to share this great 
news with others.

Not ready? You don’t have to wait until you are 21 to make a 
difference. You can make a difference by sharing your faith in 
Christ with those around you now. Remember, it’s not about 
you but “God who works in you to will and to act according to 
his good purpose” (Philippians 2:13).

A prayer prompt: When choosing groups and when choosing how to 
spend time with friends, pray that God will give you the strength to 
seek His will so you can be an example to others at your school and 
in your community.

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example 
for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity (1 Timothy 4:12).
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At Faith Lutheran Church in Owasso, 
Oklahoma, the Friends Into Serving 
Him® group has great fun each month 
serving the needs of their communi -
ty! Their activities: preparing lunch for 
volunteers working on the Thrivent ® 
Habitat for Humanity house, sorting 
stamps for the U.S. Postal Service 
“Stamp Out Hunger” program, de -
signing birthday cards for the Youth 
Board, and making Christmas orna -
ments for children at The Children’s 
Hospital at St. Francis in Tulsa.

After being confirmed together at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Bloom -
field, New Jersey, these young la -
dies decided to kick off their new 
Teen LWML group by creating the 
banner used on LWML Sunday. 

This Friends Into Serving Him® group 
got its start when the Elizabeth LWML 
of Zion Lutheran Church in Hamp -
ton, Nebraska, served up pizza and 
prayers and a bit of LWML 101 for in -
terested teens. Those present helped 
sort and pack layettes for Orphan 
Grain Train. Making quiet bags for 
young children in the congregation 
is next on this teen group’s list. Check out the new Teen Mite Calendar at www.lwml.org
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